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A Comparative Study of the Principle of Proximate Cause in

Insurance Laws and the Causal Principle in Civil Laws

Lu Yu

Fu Tingzhong

Abstract: The lack of a definite provision regarding the principle of proximate cause in

China’s Insurance Law has caused much trouble in its legal practice. Although the principle

of proximate cause in marine insurance field develops gradually towards the causal principle

in civil laws, especially that in tort laws and contract laws, it still maintains relative inde-

pendence and keeps in line with international practice. Meanwhile, common insurance laws

can absorb and draw on the proportional rule or apportionment theories in deciding causali-

ty, so as to protect the lawful interests of the insured.
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